Transient-evoked otoacoustic emissions. Helpful tool in the detection of pseudohypacusis.
The object of the present study was to demonstrate the use of TEOAEs for diagnosing pseudohypacusis. Thirty-four patients were investigated for suspected pseudohypacusis based on the case history and clinical and audiological findings. TEOAEs confirmed the diagnosis in all cases except four patients with a pre-existing organic hearing loss exceeding 25-30 dB HL. All the remaining 30 patients showed normal TEOAE responses except four of the ears in which final assessment revealed hearing threshold lower than 30 dB in the middle frequency region. The method can be time-saving when performed at the first consultation. With its element of surprise, the patient can be confronted with the existence of a functional hearing loss. This frequently results in marked threshold improvement on repeat pure-tone audiometry.